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Orina roja tras la administracion de hidroxicobalamina
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This is the case of a 93-year-old woman admitted to the ICU
with signs of carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning. She is treated
by the out-of-hospital emergency medical service with oro-
tracheal intubation due to lowered level of consciousness
(ECG score 3) with clinical stability in the remaining lev-
els. Thirty percent carboxyhemoglobin. She is treated with
hyperbaric oxygen therapy and hydroxocobalamin (5mg/in
15min). During the administration of hydroxocobalamin the
patient’s skin and mucous membranes appear reddish. After-
wards, the patient’s urine starts looking red, which is a sign
of overt hematuria (Fig. 1) and consistent with the color
of the drug administered to the patient (Fig. 2, asterisk).
The results of the urianalysis ruled out the presence of red
blood cells in urine. This is a known phenomenon after the
administration of high doses of this antidote and is associ-
ated with the unaltered secretion of the antidote through
urine. The patient’s clinical course was favorable, and she
was discharged after 72 h.
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