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A 79-year-old woman presented with known cardiovas-
cular risk factors and diagnosed with bacteremia due
to methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). As
complications, she presented multiorgan failure, a mycotic
pseudoaneurysm of the aortic arch, left middle cerebral
artery stroke and purulent pericarditis. The patient finally
died due to hypovolemic shock in the context of rup-
ture of the mentioned pseudoaneurysm (Fig. 1). In the
image: (A) Axial CT view of the aortic arch showing a
large 2.5-cm defect at the medial margin, through which
contrast extravasation is seen towards a cavity measur-
ing 5.7 x 4cm (black arrows) (pseudoaneurysm). (B) Severe
purulent/inflammatory pericardial effusion (white arrow)
and left pleural effusion. (C) Three-dimensional volume
rendering reconstruction of the aorta, showing the pseudoa-
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Figure 1

neurysm (white arrow), originating from the medial margin
of the arch, with displacement of the supraaortic trunks.
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