
596  LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

6. Levy MM,  Fink MP, Marshall JC, Abraham E,

Angus D, Cook D, et al. 2001 SCCM/ESICM/ACCP/

ATS/SIS International Sepsis Definitions Conference. Crit

Care Med. 2003;31:1250---6.

7. Egea-Guerrero JJ, Martínez-Fernández C, Rodríguez-Rodríguez A,

Bohórquez-López A, Vilches-Arenas A, Pacheco-Sánchez M,  et al.

The utility of  C-reactive protein and procalcitonin for sepsis diag-

nosis in critically burned patients: a preliminary study. Plast Surg

(Oakv). 2015;23:239---43.

J.J.  Egea-Guerrero ∗,  A.  Rodríguez-Rodríguez

U.G.C. Cuidados  Críticos  y  Urgencias,  H.U.  Virgen  del

Rocío,  IBiS/CSIC/Universidad  de Sevilla,  Sevilla,  Spain

∗ Corresponding  author.

E-mail  addresses:  jjegeaguerrero@gmail.com,
juanj.egea.sspa@juntadeandalucia.es  (J.J. Egea-Guerrero).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.medin.2016.04.007

Author’s reply

Respuesta  de los  autores

We read  with  interest  the letter  sent  by  JJ  Egea-Guerrero
et  al. The  authors  agree  to  the comment  of  the review1 that
the  routine  use  of biomarkers  cannot  be  recommended  in
the  differential  diagnosis  of inflammation  from  sepsis.  The
same  conclusion  has been  achieved  by  Seoane  et  al.  in a
recent  article.2

Egea-Guerrero  et al.  refer  to  one  preliminary  report
about  the  diagnostic  value  of  C-Reactive  Protein  and
Procalcitonin3 in  this  population.  The  authors  processed
and  analyzed  157  samples  of 17  severe  burn  patients.  The
authors  suggested  that  changes  in Procalcitonin  over time
differentiated  patients  with  sepsis  and  patients  without  sep-
sis  only  based  in  the ROC  curves,  but  they did  not provide
data  of  sensitivity,  specificity  and  likelihood  ratios  of differ-
ent  cut-off  values  that  could  help  clinicians  in differential
diagnosis.  We  agree  with  them  that  it  is  necessary  new  well-
designed  studies  to provide  new  insights  on  this  topic.
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