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Lung ultrasound: Lung abscess secondary to

necrotizing pneumonia
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Ecografia pulmonar: absceso pulmonar secundario a neumonia necrotizante
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A 52-year-old patient with a history of acquired immun-
odeficiency syndrome (AIDS) was admitted to our Unit due
to Streptococcus pneumoniae community-acquired pneumo-
nia. The chest radiographs evidenced right basal infiltration,
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Figure 2

and the computed tomography (CT) study showed necro-
tizing pneumonia with a probable incipient lung abscess.
The clinical course was poor, with hypoxemia refractory to
cycles in prone decubitus. Pulmonary ultrasound revealed
pleural effusion containing hyperechogenic fibrous tracts
(plankton sign) (Fig. 1, arrow 1), right basal infiltration with
hyperechogenic parenchyma secondary to hepatization, air
bronchogram (Fig. 2, arrow 2), and well delimited internal
hypoechogenic trabeculate zones consistent with necrotiz-
ing pneumonia and lung abscess (Fig. 2, arrow 3).
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